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City Champions!  
Aavin Mangalmurti (Sophomore) 

After a tough first three quarters, the girls basketball team pulled ahead of reigning champions Allderdice to win 
the City League 68-40 in the finals game on February 20. This is a landmark season. The team had an undefeated 
City League run, senior Samaree Perkins became the third person in Obama history to break the 1,000-point barrier, 
and the team lifted their 5th City Championship trophy. Junior starter Nyasia Benton attributes this to 
“determination” and a “sisterhood.” “We just knew that we had each other, and we believed in each other, and we 
got the job done.”  
     The season isn’t over yet, the team continued their winning streak on February 21 in a victory over Central 
Mountain High School. The real challenge will come on Friday, February 25 when Obama faces Hollidaysburg 
High School (22-1). That game will be tough. Hollidaysburg also has a 1,000 point player in Marin Miller, a 
Millersville University commit. Nonetheless, Obama still has a fighting chance, and we’re in it to win it.            Photo Credit: Alexandra Wimley/Post-Gazette 

Maturity in PPS 
Aavin Mangalmurti (Sophomore) 
On December 17th all PPS high school students were required to participate in a mental 

health and wellness webinar. It’s part of an ongoing effort to address anxiety, 

depression, and disorders caused by the pandemic. We’ve seen a lot of awareness for 

many losses during the pandemic–physical wellbeing, mental health, and education–

but one equally important yet neglected loss is maturity. Many of us missed key life 

experiences during the pandemic and did not mentally mature. This means that today’s 

6-12th graders are emotionally two years behind.  

     Low maturity is a minor issue in individuals, but when seen in large groups there 

are big, tangible effects that we are experiencing now. But what does that mean? Firstly, 

necessary routines formed before the pandemic have been broken. Many of us are now 

unable to maintain healthy academic habits. A lot of us have trouble completing work, 

managing time, and putting away our phones. Secondly, misbehavior. A strong 

undercurrent of anger probably catalyzed by stress during the pandemic mixed with 

low staffing, no discipline in classrooms, no mental health counseling, and hormones 

have led to an large increase in disobedience as well as fights.  
     Nowadays, it isn’t unusual to see one or two fights a week–all posted on Snapchat 

and Instagram of course, but it wasn’t always like this. When asked, teachers and 

upperclassmen reminisce about a time when fights were something they didn’t really 

have to worry about. Now, some of us try to spend as little time in the hallways as 

possible for fear of being caught in the middle of one. 
     This problem needs a solution. Threats of suspension and expulsion will help reduce 

petty fights but are ultimately not the healthiest way to break a trend. The district-wide 

webinar on December 17th was a step in the right direction but after asking around it 

seems almost no one was taking it seriously. That’s frustrating because the district will 

now feel like they have accomplished something when nothing has changed. We need 

to invest in mental health counselors for kids who have no one to talk to, schedule 

mandatory sessions for struggling students, and increase discipline in classrooms. 

Personalized care will truly help students, and discipline in the classroom will bring us 

to the pre-pandemic norm. This problem might fix itself in a few years. That would be 

great! If it doesn’t, we would be lessening the future of a generation. 

 

What Obama Needs Most: A New Field 
Isaiah Trumbull (Sophomore) 
The COVID-19 pandemic has meant that schools around the country have 
received millions of dollars in federal aid. $130 billion was allocated by the 
American Rescue Plan alone, with Pittsburgh Public Schools recently coming 
into over $100 million. This money comes with short deadlines and a spend or 
return policy. School districts around the country have been asking themselves 
how to spend money that cannot be used for long-term salaries or extended 
projects. The district is already investing in amazing goals and initiatives, but 
one other answer jumps out—the Obama sports field. 
     Obama Academy’s field is important for the school and the community. 
Being one of the few outdoor spaces the school possesses, it is an important 
asset for sports teams and kids who want to get outside.    

The broader community is also able to use the field during football 
events on the weekends. 
     In its short history, Obama Academy has always had good 
sports teams. It consistently ranks among the best in football and 
soccer, but low maintenance has left it in disrepair. The grass in 
many areas has died, there are ruts and irregularities in the dirt, and 
the scoreboard—better described as a hunk of rust—is a relic from 
a bygone era. These issues have meant that regular use of the field 
has declined. The soccer team hasn't used the field in over a year 
and has transferred practices to U-Prep’s field.  
     The solution to Obama Academy’s field lies in artificial turf. 
This is a tried-and-true strategy. High schools around the country 
are building more and more fields with turf as it offers far more 
advantages than regular grass. For starters, artificial turf has a low 
maintenance cost compared to grass fields. Artificial fields do not 
require mowing, seeding, watering, painting of lines, or pesticides. 
These factors mean that artificial fields are meaningful (and 
profitable) investments for schools that choose to build them. 
Artificial fields also have benefits not related to finances. Players 
can safely fall on turf compared to rock-hard dirt. Year-round 
activity is made possible as players are able to play in conditions 
like rain and snow without destroying the surface. Finally, turf can 
endure almost limitless playing time while grass often needs 
recovery time. Artificial turf is a sound financial investment, 
increases player safety, and provides more use scenarios for 
individuals and teams. 
     The field is one of our most important assets, but it has fallen 
into disrepair and is unsafe for players. This provides an amazing 
opportunity for the installation of artificial turf. There is a lot of 
money floating around with short fuses, and an investment in our 
field would provide long-term value to the school and the 
community. 
  

John-Henry Krueger 
Norma Fruzynski (Sophomore) 
With the Beijing Olympics recently ending, The Eagle would like to tell the story of a winter hometown hero. Pittsburgh native, 

John-Henry Krueger, is one of the premier speedskaters of our time. He grew up in Peters Township (south of Pittsburgh) and began 

his speed skating journey early enough to a point where he had become too advanced for what Pittsburgh had to offer. At age 7, his 

mother began driving him to Washington D.C every week for proper training. Eventually, he joined Team USA after moving to 

Utah at age 16. Unfortunately, Krueger had to miss his first Olympics due to an illness he had contracted at the time, but this didn’t 

stop him. He moved all over the world, living in South Korea and the Netherlands–both speed skating havens. Even while traveling, 

Krueger still competed internationally for Team USA. He won a silver medal at the 2018 Pyeongchang Olympics and was set to 

continue dominating as an American skater when he made a shock decision to switch his national alliance to Hungary. Krueger                      Photo Credit: Getty Images 
cited the reason for this decision as “largely financially motivated,” because he was not supported by US Speedskating. Since he got his passport, Krueger has 

become a part of the Hungarian team. In Beijing, he earned the Hungarian relay team a bronze medal. This makes him the first Olympian to win a medal for the 

United States and another country. Krueger may skate for Hungary, but he is one of the best in the world. That’s something we can all be proud of as Pittsburghers. 
 



Teacher Spotlight: Mr. Smith 
Mariah Gaines (Sophomore) 
Mariah: We are here with Mr. Smith, 10th grade English teacher at Obama 

Academy, to ask him some important questions about a highly debated topic: 

his “dad jokes” of the day. Students, keep reading and you will finally get the 

answers you’ve been dying for. Mr. Smith, welcome. How are you?  
Mr. Smith: I’m doing well, yeah. Couldn’t be better. 
Mariah: Glad to hear it! If you’re ready, let's jump right in. How long have 

you been doing your “dad jokes” of the day? 
Mr. Smith: This is my third year doing it daily. Scattered through in years 

past, but I think I'm burying the lead here. I think you’ll get there with your 

questions.  
Mariah: What inspired you to start doing daily dad jokes? 
Mr. Smith: For a while I thought this weird thing like I should be relatable 

and cool to students but then I realized I should just embrace having a 7-year 

old and a 4-year old who were 1 and 4 at the time. They were wanting to hear 

jokes, we would look up silly ones, I would test them out here and I realized 

there's a market for these here if I just grow them up a little bit. And then I 

just decided to lean into the whole dad schtick.  
… 
Mariah: Gotcha. Tell me about your student’s reactions to these jokes? Do 

they find them funny? Are they reactions you expect? 
Mr. Smith: Yeah, so *chuckles*,  I mean when you have 35 students in a 

classroom you will try a type of joke and you’ll get, on average, about one 

third of the people to enjoy it. But, it’s always a different third depending on 

the genre of the joke. So, the darker jokes I can start to feel like ‘oh these 

people will like this one’ – 
Mariah: Oh so do you learn things about your students through the things 

they find funny? 
Mr. Smith: Yeah! Right! So some people like the cynical jokes, some people 

like the groan worthy or cringe ones. But when I’m out, like I was out sick, 

without fail if I miss a day some student on Teams will be like “hey I need 

this work, also I didn’t get the joke of the day today’. So people complain 

about them but then there’s a little whole in their hearts when it’s gone. 
At this point in the interview Mr. Smith and I were so rudely interrupted by 
10th grader Isaiah Trumbull who came over to complain about the joke from 
this particular day (as well as the fact that he needed a new EXPO marker… 
this was a very official interview, I know).  
Isaiah: Mr. Smith your joke today wasn’t very you I don’t think. Like I never 

know any of your jokes but today I walked in and kind of already knew the 

punchline.  
Mr. Smith then steals my job and starts asking questions of his own.  
Mr. Smith: Wait, wait. So you think the beauty of the jokes are that you 

don’t know the punchline? 
Isaiah: Yeah I feel like everyone already knew what it was going to be. 
Mr. Smith: You’d be surprised there were some startled responses later on 

in the day but tomorrow I try to find one that I’m like ‘there’s no way Isaiah 

has heard this’ 
Isaiah: Ok, ok… So how do you decide what jokes to use?  
Mariah: Isaiah… 
Isaiah: Oh, are you like actually interviewing him right now?  
Mr. Smith: Yes, we are actually doing an interview on this and Isaiah is 

adding interview questions live! This is unprecedented!  
Mariah: Back to our regularly scheduled program. Do students find you 

more approachable and easygoing because of your jokes? 
Mr. Smith: You know what, I actually think every teacher needs something. 

And it’s just like a tiny thing, but it’s something that everyday students come 

in looking for, like Isaiah who you heard earlier. This is kind of lame, but I 

have one of the highest attendance percentages of tenth grade teachers…I do 

think some people come and they just want to see it but then they’re like ‘I 

might as well just stick around for the next 41 minutes. I’m already here’. 
Mariah: That’s epic. Well, what would you say to all the people who claim 

to dislike your jokes, students or other teachers? 
Mr. Smith: Uh, It’s like a metaphor. Like people dislike vegetables but 

they're good for you. And in the end, you'll be stronger because of them.  
… 
Mariah: Do you write these jokes yourself or do you get them from 

someone/something else? Now this is a rather burning question, Mr. Smith. 
Mr. Smith: Oh, that’s classified. Yeah I will take that to my grave.  
Mariah: A man of mystery I suppose. Now, my last question. Care to end 

this interview with a dad joke for our readers?  
Mr. Smith: Absolutely! To the person who stole my 

glasses… I will find you, I have contacts. 
Mariah: There you have it folks. An Eagle exclusive 

interview with the Mr. Zachary Smith. Make sure to 

stay tuned for another Teacher Spotlight in our 

upcoming edition. Please contact our publishers if 

there is a teacher you want us to interview next. Later skaters. Stay swag. 

 

“Obama Academy Real Talk” 
Anonymous 
Since September 14th, an Instagram account claiming to be a “confessions 

page” has taken Obama by storm. The page resembles a less inflammatory 

modern-day “Gossip Girl.” With 525 followers and over 1.1K posts, (as of 

January 2022), dozens of people interact with this account by sending 

“confessions” anonymously (unless they request to be known) via Instagram 

Direct Message. These confessions mostly consist of gossip, jokes, videos of 

fights, talk about the school, etc. Obama Academy Real Talk has become a  

school staple; it brings people together. 

     Except for when it doesn’t. Despite the positive message the account profile 

gives off, the confessions page has a reputation for toxicity, vulgarity, and 

provocation. This columnist wonders if such negative messaging from a 

widespread source has an equally negative effect on our school.  This page has great 

potential to incite violence or even hurt feelings as many of these confessions 

slander students or staff members. It could easily encourage bad behavior at school 

and pose as a distraction during or after school hours. 
     The confessions page is just like the latest show: action, comedy, and drama 

included. It has even spurred a renaissance of like-minded Instagram accounts such 

as Obama sleeps, Obama Eyeballs (?), Obama Milk Drinkers, Obama Posture 

Check, Obama Crushes, etc. The list goes on. 
     These kinds of gossip pages are to be expected in an age where most of life 

revolves around our screen. While they certainly have negative effects, we must 

find ways to adapt to them being present in our school environment. After all, 

Instagram accounts like these will be hard to control even if deemed inappropriate 

for school. How will they shape the future of the high school experience? 
 

History of Obama Academy 
Cora Myers (Sophomore) 
This year marks the tenth anniversary of the first graduating class of Obama. Let's 

look at the history of our building and school. 
     Peabody High School was part of the Pittsburgh Public Schools and was opened 

in 1911 in the neighborhood of East Liberty. The school opened after renovations 

of the former Margaretta Street Elementary School and was then rededicated in 

honor of Benjamin H. Peabody (Highland Park Doctor). Two major renovations 

were made to the building, the first in 1925, and the second in 1975. The 1975 one 

is more apparent to us as it covered up the 

Classical Revival facade with bricks, 

installed narrow orange lockers, and filled in 

the courtyard with a cafeteria and library. 

After 100 years in operation, the school 

board voted to close the school and graduate 

its final class in 2011. 
     However, many things happened prior to 

Peabody becoming Obama. Where did our 

student body originate? And why do we 

honor Schenley High School in our history?    Peabody High School. Photo Credit: Chellee Siegel 
     5 years after Peabody was established, PPS opened Schenley high school, 

located in Oakland at the edge of the Hill District. Schenley was the first high school 

in the U.S. that cost over $1,000,000 to build. The Schenley sports teams won many 

city and state championships, including 5 state basketball titles. In the early 1980’s 

Schenley underwent a huge transformation. It gained the International 

Baccalaureate program, and the school was rededicated as the Schenley High 

School Teacher Center. This was an innovative program where district teachers had 

opportunities for continuing education and would cycle through the school to 

update current teaching methods. 
     In 2008, Schenley High school closed due to severe maintenance problems. This 

came after an immense renovation bill came to light. In 2009 the Frick Middle 

School and Schenley High School combined and moved into the old Reizenstein 

Middle School building. The freshmen, sophomores, and juniors who were enrolled 

in Schenley when it closed graduated as Schenley students. The Schenley name was 

not retired until its final class graduated on June 12, 2011. In 2012 Obama Academy 

found a permanent home in the former Peabody high school building beginning in 

the 2012-2013 school year. 

 
 

Paul Lawrence Dunbar 
By Korey Lowe 

 

Born in a time 
When he was not accepted 

A family now labeled as free 
Still chained by the shackles of society 

 
Wanting to be the best 

He put his skills to the test 
Rising to the top of his class 

But with a foundation, like glass 
Wanting to be a lawyer 

But rejected because of his race 
 

New job 
operating an elevator 

Free to let his pen fly on his paper 
He wrote poems 
He wrote stories 

To be one of the first 
African American poets, in America 

 
That’s it for this issue! Listen to the morning announcements for updates 
on our website release and upcoming issues. Any questions? Want to join 

the team? Speak to Aavin Mangalmurti or text 412-584-2805. 


